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AN IMMERSIVE STRATEGY ROLE-PLAYING

EXPERIENCE

Japanese American Internee

 Camp Administrator 
 

Navigate ethical and logistical
challenges! 

Two Roles:

Should I separate the kids from their parents?



AN IMMERSIVE, REFLECTIVE HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE

 

Historically
accurate gameplay!  

Survival, community,
and resilience!

Strategy Role-play
Educational



DYNAMIC ROLE-PLAY FOR DEEPER

UNDERSTANDING 

Building characters deeply by students

Ethical dilemmas/no clear right
or wrong 

Engaging reflection 
Two different roles! 

How did your actions impact the camp?
Could you have made a better decision?



EXPLORE, SURVIVE, AND REFLECT 

 Resource management
challenges

Turn-based gameplay 

Mini-games 

Reflective prompts  



Fosters          
Brings history to life 

ENGAGING HIGH SCHOOL LEARNERS

IN HISTORY 

Instructional
goals and

Perspective



ALIGNED WITH INSTRUCTIONAL BEST

PRACTICES

Learning objectives:
Linking history!

Built-in debriefing 

Supplementary materials
included! 

https://purdue0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/jboursie_purdue_edu/Documents/672%20Week%203%20Game%20Handout.docx?d=w0393d80773cd4e00bd38f24e6ea59a99&csf=1&web=1&e=QyVcJk
https://purdue0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/jboursie_purdue_edu/Documents/672%20Week%203%20Game%20Handout.docx?d=w0393d80773cd4e00bd38f24e6ea59a99&csf=1&web=1&e=QyVcJk
https://purdue0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/jboursie_purdue_edu/Documents/672%20Week%203%20Game%20Handout.docx?d=w0393d80773cd4e00bd38f24e6ea59a99&csf=1&web=1&e=QyVcJk


BRINGING SURVIVING THE CAMPS TO

CLASSROOMS

Fostering            with
experiential learning

for emotional impact 

Historians and educator approved! 



BRINGING HISTORY TO LIFE

Learning Objectives!

Interactive                   with real-world
connections

Experience the moral complexity! 
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Pitch Proposal link

Game Forum Link

https://purdue0-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/jboursie_purdue_edu/Documents/672%20Week%203%20Game%20Handout.docx?d=w0393d80773cd4e00bd38f24e6ea59a99&csf=1&web=1&e=n7zqaZ


GAMEPLAY

EXAMPLE

Continued on Next Slide
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What would YOU be thinking?

Insert your thoughts Insert your thoughts

What color

clothes would

you have on?

Return to Page 5



How would this make you FEEL

as the DETAINEE?
Insert your thoughts

What color

clothes

would the

environment

be?



How would this make you FEEL as

the ADMINISTRATOR?
Insert your thoughts

What color

would the

environment

be?

Return to Page 7



Link to Full Video

Back to
Page 9

SUPPLEMENTARY VIDEO INTRODUCTION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfU9I-UMOGU


Back to
Page 10

VIDEO TRAILER TO HYPE UP THE GAME



JOIN THE DISCUSSION ON SOCIAL MEDIA


