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Advocacy

Representing and
advocating for the
child's best interests

Recommendations

Providing independent
recommendations for

the child's best
interests

4o Advocacy Training 2

Guardian Ad Litem Responsibilities

Informing Child

Advising children over
twelve about their right to

Reporting on the child's
legal status in any Indian
tribe

counsel

Investigation

Gathering and
reporting factual
information about the
child's situation

chita

Interaction

Meeting and
observing the child to
understand their
views

Monitoring
Compliance

Ensuring court orders are
followed and reporting
changes



Advocacy Responsibilities Sequence

Visit Child Every 30 Days

1
Regular visits to ensure child's well-being

2 Attend 12 Hours of Annual Training
Continvous learning to enhance advocacy skills

3 Agree to Annual Background Check Update
Ensuring safety and compliance

4 Actively Advocate for Children
Representing children's interests in all matters
Provide Written Report Before Court Hearing
Documenting advocacy efforts for court

6 Maintain Communication with Supervisor
Keeping supervisor informed of progress

2 Notify Coordinator of Inability to Perform Duties

Ensuring smooth transition of responsibilities

Understanding the
“Best Interests” Principle



How to determine a child's best interests?

ICWA Application

Defers to tribal
determinations for Indian
children.

Child Rights Prevail

Ensures child's well-being
over parental rights in

. Avoid Personal
conflicts.

Beliefs

Emphasizes objective
assessment over personal
opinions.

Parent-Child
Reunification

Prioritizes family unity as
the legislative intent.

There are three key
components to best
interests:

oSafety
ePermanence
o\Well-Being



The Foundation of Best Interests

Secure Stability

Safety Permanence

Safe Happiness Stable Happiness

Well-Being

Reunification is the goal*



Foundations of Reunification

Trauma Prevention Legal Mandate

Removing children from their
homes can cause harm.

State and federal laws require
reunification efforts.

Child Well-being

Children thrive best within
family structures.

Moral Imperative

Reunification is seen as
ethically necessary.

Family Importance

Family is considered a
fundamental societal unit.

Safe and stable reunification



Achieving Safe and Stable Reunification

Assess Family Plan Post-
Capacity Reunification
Services

Evaluate safety and

readiness Prepare for future

safety concerns

Comprehensive Family
Support

Unstable
Reunification

Family group decision-making (FGDM]) is an umbrella
term for various processes (e.g., family team meetings,
team decision-making] in which families are brought
together with agency personnel and other interested
parties to be an active participant in identifying
underlying issues and make decisions about and
develop plans for the care of their children and for
needed services.

Implement
Promising
Practices

Adopt successful
state/local strategies

=!=l=

Stable Reunification



Family Engagement in Child Care Planning

Tdentify
Issves
< Ensure Safety
<
Family ¥a & Successful
Engagement @ asa C\o Reunification
/N

Increase Buy-
In

Develop Plans

Intensive reunification services are short term,
intensive, family centered, and are intended to reunite
families whose children would otherwise likely remain
in out-of-home care for more than 6 months (National
Family Preservation Network, 2003).

Steps to Family Revunification

Reunification
4 (P%% The child is successfully returned to

the family home.

Standard Services

3 Families receive standard support services
to aid in reunification.
ON Intensive Services
) Q@
Qo@ Families receive intensive, short-term support
N\

to address issues.

’G\ 5 Initial Removal

1 % The child is removed from the home due to
safety concerns.



